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There mus; also exist facilities for Irrigation. Manure
where available, is plentifully applied to the crop. The
is repeatedly ploughed aod harrowed till November,
when the         is sown.    When  the  plants flbwer,  the
petals are first removed to serve as coverings for the
opium-cakes. The capsules generally ripen in March>
and the operation of scarifying and scraping then begins.
The capsules are scarified by pointed irons in the even-
Ing, and the inspissated juice collected next morning.
In Aprilj the produce Is brought by the cultivators to the
Agency, where it is weighed and valued, aod the accounts
settled. It goes through a process of preparation in the
Agencies and, when dry, 5s packed in chests and sent to
Calcutta^ whence it 5s exported to China. The average
yield of opium per acre has been put at 10 seers for
the whole of India.
Popular opinion seems to suggest that tobacco has
^ ,                  been in  use  in  India from very  re-
Tobacco*                                        .
mote tlraeSj but  historical   evidence is
a suggestion. It was introduced into India
by the Portuguese about the year 1605! during the latter
part of the reign of Akbar. The aborigines of America
are believed to have kaowa and used the drug long
before it was             in Europe, where the first tobacco
bright about the year 1560. Captain Ralph
Lane introduced it first into England in 1586, and Sir
Waller              made the stroking of the drug fashion-
able, It lias since greatly spread to the East, aod k now
of the         wide-spread economic plants in the, world.